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Board of Directors:

Krista Schafer Ewbank (President) William Jasman (Secretary)
Madeleine Jones (Vice President) Diana Mente (Member at Large)
Erin Shelton (Treasurer) Brett Chittum (Member at Large)

A note from Artistic Director, Krista Schafer Ewbank

We started off our sixth season strong with three wonderful productions and the
addition of Maria Tejada, Director of Production and Audience Services, to our staff. Our
audience was growing, and our work was well received. Then the season was cut short
when the whole nation closed down to reduce the spread of COVID 19. We rescheduled
our production of This Random World for the fall, and hoped we’d be able to carry on
with Marjorie Prime as planned, but were unable to carry out either of those plans.

In the early part of our lockdown we held a Retrospective, gathering memories from our
artists and posting photos and memories on Facebook and sharing recaps via email. We
tried many things to keep our audience engaged including Audience Choice Awards with
alive Zoom ceremony including guest presenters, social media challenges, games ,and more. In May of 2020,
when it became clear that some outdoor gathering restrictions were being lifted, we began planning a new
type of theatre... Driveway Theatre (which will be covered in NEXT YEAR’S annual report!)

We're grateful for the support of our donors! Most of our audience donated their unused tickets back to
Open Book. We honored our commitment to pay the artists who had already put so much work into This
Random World. We have kept myself and Maria working, and are busy applying for grants. We’re busy
digging into our mission, TO PROMOTE CONNECTION THROUGH THEATRICAL STORYTELLING, and thinking
outside the box to keep live theatre going until we can gather once again in our beautiful building. We're
giving artists and our audience avenues to respond to, and think deeply about, the world events we are all
witness to. We're working to keep our organization strong so that we can come back strong!

In June we responded to the murder of George Floyd and the call of BIPOC theatre artists in Michigan by
becoming an Anti-Racist theatre, releasing a statement and commitment to change including commitments to
produces plays written by BIPOC, to hire more BIPOC artists, to diversify our board, and more.

We started off the season with three wonderful shows. We’re ending the season with versatile plans for the
unknown future. But through it all we know that stories matter, and Open Book Theatre is continuing to work
hard to fulfill our mission. We are promoting connection through theatrical storytelling.


http://openbooktheatrecompany.net/anti-racist-theatre/

THE

(euhious case of the)

WATSON

INTELLIGENCE

Sept 13 - Oct 12, 2019
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Cast Production Team
Watson Joe Zarrow Director Krista Schafer Ewbank
Eliza Annabelle Young Producer Krista Schafer Ewbank
Merrick Patrick Loos Stage Manager Jillian Joie Dahl

Scenic Design Bradly Byre
performances: 15 Lighting D(?sign HaTrIey Miah

Sound Design Krista Schafer Ewbank
attendance: 707 Costume Design Cheryl Zemke

Props Krista Schafer Ewbank

Wow to Joe, Annabelle and Patrick for your exceptional performances! It blows my mind how you can switch from
character to character so flawlessly. | was actually exhausted for you when we left the theater. All the design aspects
were right-on. Kudos to you, Krista for this production. The play was so cleverly written — Nancy Franzen

Incredible play on so many dimensions! Intrigued by the playwright Madeleine George-what a mind connecting Watson
from history to fiction to current high tech to sci-fi possibilities. Deserving of a standing ovation — Jane Rasmussen

Humorous (even with the mid and post show music!) Thought-provoking story, great stage direction, costumes &
lighting! — Theresa Tejada

... delivered by this excellent cast, directed by Krista Schafer Ewbank. Lighting design by Harley Miah is key to changing
centuries back and forth. Bradley Byrne’s set is very useful for making the time changes without having to move the
furniture. Ms. Schafer’s sound design is at times very amusing. — David Kiley, review for Encore Michigan



https://www.encoremichigan.com/2019/09/watson-at-open-book-begs-many-questions-about-our-relationship-with-tech/

Cast

Mary Bennet
Arthur de Bourgh
Elizabeth Darcy
Fitzwilliam Darcy
Anne de Bourgh
Jane Bingley

Annie Dilworth
Dan Johnson
Claire Jolliffe
Jeremy Kucharek
Ashley M. Lyle
Luciana Piazza

Production Team
Director

Producer

Stage Manager
Lighting Design
Scenic Design
Costume Design

Sarah Hawkins Rusk
Krista Schafer Ewbank
Danielle Gilbert
Harley Miah
Stephanie Baugher
Cheryl Zemke

Charles Bingley Tim Pollack Sound Design Sarah Hawkins Rusk
Lydia Wickham Danielle Wright Props Reyna DeSilva
Production Manager Maria Tejada

attendance: 1025

performances: 18
The acting is superb, the pacing quick and the story clever and entertaining. — Sue Suchyta, review for News-Herald

Sarah Hawkins directed the cast, and exhibits her own command over the period story, which has equal elements of
both drama and comedy, just as Pride & Prejudice has; it is a Regency-era rom-com — David Kiley, review for Encore

Michigan

in a period piece such as this, design components like the set and costumes are of paramount importance, and on both
fronts, Open Book delivers in spades. The set, designed by Stephanie Baugher, which depicts a portion of the interior of
Pemberley, is fittingly elegant. Stately green wallpaper and an attractive wood floor dominate the aesthetic, while the
upright piano, plush furnishings and hardcover tomes occupying the bookshelves work in tandem with Cheryl Zemke’s
dazzling and meticulously crafted costumes to vividly evoke both the period and the world of pervasive opulence that
these protagonists call home. Moreover, Reyna DeSilva’s thoughtfully designed and selected properties deftly reinforce
these effects. — Dax Anderson, Screed Reviews


https://www.downriversundaytimes.com/2019/11/28/obtcs-miss-bennet-christmas-at-pemberley-provides-a-hallmark-fix-with-a-downton-abbey-flair/?fbclid=IwAR3fA14ahawR7U50J3pM2sm09RJcwx0oE8iRqvEmF-vVFbImQ3TMqr0FlxA
https://www.encoremichigan.com/2019/11/open-book-brings-pride-and-prejudice-sequel-to-delightful-life-at-christmas-time/?fbclid=IwAR3yS51AR26JOD0455I1MZoM9GpPntlalX6_bbwgFe8nwHgaKYFzOKlumFA
https://www.encoremichigan.com/2019/11/open-book-brings-pride-and-prejudice-sequel-to-delightful-life-at-christmas-time/?fbclid=IwAR3yS51AR26JOD0455I1MZoM9GpPntlalX6_bbwgFe8nwHgaKYFzOKlumFA
https://www.facebook.com/thescreedtheatrereviews/posts/145122490227708?__tn__=K-R
http://openbooktheatrecompany.net/miss-bennet-christmas-at-pemberley/

Cast Production Team

Frankie Krista Schafer Ewbank Director Wendy Katz Hiller

Johnny Patrick Loos Producer Krista Schafer Ewbank
Stage Manager Jillian Joie Dahl

Radio Announcer David Fair Lighting Design Harley Miah
Scenic Design Stephanie Baugher
Costume Design Wendy Katz Hiller

performances: 15 Sound Design Wendy Katz Hiller

. Props Reyna DeSilva
attendance: 699 Production Manager Maria Tejada

Director Wendy Katz Hiller encourages the two talented actors to bring their characters to life so believably that one
almost feels like a peeping Tom. Most audience members will recognize their insecurities, hesitancies and fears, as the
characters weigh whether to risk the emotional wounds of rejection in the hope of finding reciprocated love, or whether
to pre-emptively close one’s self off to pain before even opening oneself to the emotional risk of relationship roulette....
The two remind us of the doubts and worries one deals with when choosing whether to be open to an emotional risk.
Schafer and Loos take audiences on an emotional roller coaster ride, which reminds audiences that, despite its
emotional messiness, most of us seek and even long for intimate human connections. Stephanie Baugher’s set is a
wonderfully functional apartment, and Harley Miah's lighting captures the nuances of both forgiving moonlight and the
harsh glare of overhead lamplight. — Sue Suchyta, review for News-Herald

| love the intimacy of your shows, and the way you trust the audience to become a part of it. - Rhonda Raft

Passionate in regards to relationship. It's what | want most in my life so it's fun to see them striving for it! Well done! —
Charles Gilbert


https://www.thenewsherald.com/downriver_life/local-stages-offer-a-cerebral-respite-from-the-cold-and-chill/article_4a0eb43a-491a-11ea-afea-c76be78f21cf.html
http://openbooktheatrecompany.net/frankie-and-johnny/

Revenue and Expenses

Our fiscal year runs January 1 -December 31. We are looking to change our fiscal year to match our season offerings.

The high general and administrative costs for fiscal year 17 reflects expenses of getting settled into our new building.

Fiscal Year19 Fiscal Year 18 Fiscal Year 17
Revenue
Subscription Ticket Income 19,734 19,330 11,360
Single Ticket Income 61,267 38,781 30,158
Advertising revenue 1,825 500 1,150
Fundraising 4,347 6,015 4,652
Show Sponsorships 5,000 5,000 2,500
Individual Donations 35,671 46,873 43,428
Foundations 0 0 1,000
Government Grants 12,500 11,250 1,500
Other revenue 8,143 61 30
Total Revenue 148,487 127,810 95,778
Expenses
Artist Stipends 22,260 16,450 18,880
Program expenses 90,050 81,096 20,563
General and Administrative 17,120 13,556 49,412
Fundraising 2,151 1750 3,395
Total Operating Expenses 131,581 112,852 92,250
Audience figures 19-20* 18-19 17-18
Number of Productions 3 5 5
Number of performances 48 75 57
Number of subscribers 296 226 167
Total attendance 2431 3743 2899

* season cut short due to COVID-19

Open Book Theatre company is a 501(c)(3) not for profit organization.



2019-2020 Season Donors

Gifts given between May 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020

$1-24

Rosalie Suhayda, Theresa Powers, Margaret Brown, Tye
Chambers, Mary Ellen Cortez, Craig Ester, Herman Rugel,
Katrina Brinkert, Sue Campitelle, Charles Davis, Annette
Dumont, Anita Fegan, Erika Galloway, Michelle
Ketepa, Katy Kujala, Natalie LaCroix-Tan, Kathe Stevens,
Kelly Voigt, Sarah Hawkins Rusk, Joie Gibson, Ernie
Phelps, Sheila White, Mary Louise Bahnemann, Alice
Carrigan, Caren Chezick, Kathy Nachtrab, Roberta
Piatkowski, Jean Silvassy, De Aufiero Joshua Brown, Aja
Gregory, Dan Kanter, Kelly Komlen, Becky Leonard
Ringler, Mandy Logsdon, Andy Pawlowski, Kelly Pino,
Paul Primeau, Holly Scheib

$25-$99 - Patron

Luna Alexander, Diana Basmajian, Shelby Bradley,
Donna & Ray Campbell, Maggie Christ, Reyna DeSilva,
Dan and Judy Ellsworth, Krista & Sean Ewbank,
Jacqueline Favot, Jeremy Kucharek, Katie Meyers, Tim
Micsko, Doug Norton, Debbie & Ed Nykiel, Tina Paraventi
Lisa Rutledge, Melissa Ryder, Jeannine Thompson, Eva
Wilhelm, Patricia Ybarra, Denise McNamara, Mo Yang
Don and Karen Basile, Gregory Clemens, James Kenyon
Karla Krahnke, Kathleen LaPointe, Jeanne Prisco, Carrie
Sayer, Laurie Sena, Carole Tregoning, Brian & Katie
Hartwell, Vik and Robin Brown, Jean Carnahan, MaryLou
& Stewart Cartwright, Charlene Clarke, Christine
Dowhan-Bailey, Jack and Pam Frucci, Louis Gondor, Joan
Hemsworth, Jan Holmes, Carolyn & Horace Hudgins
Madeleine Jones, Julieanne Kohn, Terry Lewis, Darrell
Lott, Sandy & Scott & Wayne Marentette, Anita Menth,
Robert and Mercedes Mueckenheim, Debbie & Ed Nykiel,
Elizabeth Palazzolo, Kimberly Pegouske, Barbaralee
Peters, Veronica Pinto, Daniel Sanquist, Richard
Thomson, Larry and Tina Turner, Daniel LaCombe & Lois
Verhoeven, Janice Wood, Roy Sexton, Jane Emmerich,
Diane Ledbetter, Sue Trolinger, Margaret Given, Abby &
Win Kurlfink, Elizabeth Lehto, Susan Maghielse, Harold
Summers, Tammy Trudelle, Vicki Uday, Cindi Smith,
Carlotta Salemi, Rob Bovitz, Ann Cassidy, Kate Davidson,
Donna Decker, Adriane Galea, Ann Gallon, Millie
Griswold, Laura Lein, Bruce and Dorene, Ray Merrill,
Heather Oberlin, Douglas & Susan Olson, Greg and
Marcia Pflum, Doug Scott, Erin and Matt Shelton, Michele
& Ray Tejada, Sarah Maraniss Vander Schaaff, Paula
Wilson, Christopher Ertelt, Dennis Dolasinski & Kathleen
Tomaskewski, Carolyn Engle, John Cieluch, Jenny Simon
Janice Chiasson, Peg and Jerry Darnell, Linda & Tom
Dickman, Wes and Barb Grose, Linda Heraty, Karin Hiske
Betsy Elizabeth and Peter Kantz, Jeannine & John Little,

Malcolm and Carol McAdams, Marie Pellett, Carole &
Dave Poleski, Dennis and Debbie Prunkard, John and
Cheryl Shelton, Scott Simons, John Leon & Roberta
Urbani, Andrea Williams, Elizabeth Rager, Donald and
Sydnee, Barbara Denman, Deana McDermott, Amy
Harmon, Darlene Johannisson, Pat Wenger, Alejna
Brugos, Jonathan Davidson & Annie Dilworth, Ron
Gacioch, David & Jennifer Haines, Julie Lockhart, Mark
and Leanna Bronni, Caytlin Deering, Jennifer and Jim
Johnson, Irene & Kevin Miekis, Flat Rock Physicians PLC,
Ed and Kathye, Rebecca Dilworth, Cynthia Brody, Donald
and Gail Martin, Madelyn Sarich, Pat Zavadil, Cindy
Allison, Ruth Grayson, Sandra Novales, Michelle Kurtjian,
Matthew Hurst

$100-$249 - Applause

Carol Barrett

Cynthia & Wanda Bates

Tony Antonellis & Lynne Beckett
Norma Bowles

Brian and Pat Cahalan

Brett & Linda Chittum

Rebecca Clarke

Kristine Crlencic

Dale and Karen Dobson

Jeanne Dolson

Thomas and Yolanda & Yolanda Fleischer
Gail Gilchrist and Reynold Sutake
Judy & William Goodaker
Patricia Hartig

Marie Hausch

Cheryl Herman

Steve & Wendy Hiller

Joan Hoffmeyer

Collie Hooper-Yan

Tamara Howes

Lillian Iglehart

Kay lkola

Veronica Jackson

Kathy Kane

Betsy Elizabeth and Peter Kantz
Wendy Kiblawi

Pat Klemans

Barbara Klemans

Laura & Martin Kohn

Pat Loos and Alysia Kolascz

Kay Korns

Terri Ledbetter

AJ] Mann

John and Jennifer Martenson
John & Margaret & Rebecca Meiers
Traci Middendorf



Dan Morrison

Mary Murphy & Ron Murphy
Jane Navarre and Alex Dobija
George Nelson

Jerome and Lily Paciorkowski
Ryan Pherson

Carrie Piccard

Jean and Greg

Suzanne L Pine

Brandy Joe Plambeck
Madelyn Porter

Donna and John & John Rawson
Philip Reed

Walt and Barbara Rose
Tracy Rozman

Chuck Demske & Lindel Salow
Duane and Judie Schafer

Kez Settle

Sharon E. Shaw

Barbara Thayer

Guy & Michelle Vining

Keith Westphal

Annabelle Young

$250-499 - Bravo
Gene Dickirson

Andy Gaitens

William Jasman

Jodi McGrew

Michael McNamara
Joe & Maryjo Palazzolo
Janet Pounds

Mark and Linda Rabin Hammell
Kathleen Rankin

Doris Richards

$500-999 -Encore

Krystin Becker

Steve and Kathy Benton
Todd and Linda Cleaver
Richard and Connie Cowper
James Michael Morgan

Ron Brausch & Patricia Selby
Melissa & Ryan Struber
Thrivent Financial

$1000-$2499 - Standing Ovation

John and Nancy Colina
Diana Mente

Linda Miller and Timothy Duperon

Earl and Sandy Schafer
Lois Zook
Trenton Rotary Foundation

Show Sponsors ($2500)
Lea Ellwood-Filkins and Brother John Brendan, AF,
Duane and Judie Schafer

Season Sponsors - $5000 or more
The Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs and
the National Endowment for the Arts

Super-Duper Generous Donor
Sean Ewbank, Winking Weasel, LLC



